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Southwest Regional Water District 
888

th
 Meeting Minutes 

 
 
The 888

th
 meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Southwest Regional Water District was held on 

January 23, 2018, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the administrative building. 

 

Trustees present were: Robert L. Copeland, Jr., Doug Drake, Don Eberwine, Michael Egbert, Julie 

Frazier, Nicholas Gronas, Mary L. Moore and Robert Schmidt. Ted Kerby was absent. 

 

Also present were Tom Yeager, General Manager; Phil Sackenheim, Operations Manager; Roger 

Gates, Butler County Assistant Prosecutor; Sherry Geurin, Admin/HR Coordinator; Tom Aynes, 

Finance Manager; Jennifer Woods, Administration Specialist; Mike Heinrich, Distribution Supervisor; 

Jason Francis, Information Systems/Asset Management; Deana Fackey, Sr. Customer Service 

Specialist and John Cope, System Maintenance. 

 

Also in attendance were Karen Ferrario, W. College Corner, Indiana; and Noble Toney, College 

Corner, Ohio. 

 

Michael Egbert moved to approve the 887
th

 meeting minutes. Doug Drake seconded. All yea. 

 

Under Public Input, Karen Ferrario addressed the Board regarding a tenant that moved from a property 

leaving her with a $4,700 water/sewer bill. Ms. Ferrario’s complaint is that she was never notified that 

this property had a leak or that it was locked off for non-payment. Although there was the $240.00 

tenant deposit and a $476.00 leak adjustment applied to the outstanding bill, she is still left owing 

approximately 3,984.00 with $2,900.00 as sewer charges from W. College Corner, Indiana. Staff will 

work with W. College Corner, IN and try to find some relief for the sewer charges and change in-house 

procedures to include owner notification on leak letters. 

 

Phil Sackenheim submitted a 2017 AMR Review and updated 2018 graph to the Board with their 

packet. At the end of 2017 there were 8,012 Stealth units installed; 2,953 multi jet meters; and 3,132 

meters unread. The updated graph for 2018 shows 8,077 Stealth units installed; 3,010 multi jet meters; 

and 3,422 meters unread. There was some discussion between Board members of possibly sub-

contracting the job out or hiring an additional employee. Tom Yeager asked for the Board’s patience as 

we will be ramping up our existing AMR Program to accelerate new meter and AMR installations. 

 

Phil Sackenheim reported that the OEPA Sanitary Survey has been completed and there were no 

violations found. Tom Yeager also reported that Dan Cloyd stated that the District was doing a great 

job and we are set for the next three (3) years. 

 

Jennifer Woods and Mike Heinrich were in attendance to update the Board on the new Inventory 

system they have established. Although the new system is working well there are still some 

discrepancies that have been found as far as materials not being put back at the end of the day. Jennifer 

and Mike stated that a bar code scanning system would be the best option but a designated employee 

would be needed to manage this system. 
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Michael Egbert moved to schedule a special Board Meeting on Wednesday, January 31, 2018 at 7:00 

p.m. to discuss the General Manager’s position to be advertised. Julie Frazier seconded. All yea. 

 

Nicholas Gronas moved to accept Tom Yeager’s retirement letter of resignation as of July 31, 2018. 

Robert L. Copeland, Jr. seconded. All yea.  

 

Tom Aynes reported to the Board on quarterly financial reports including credit card, financial and 

electric graphs and water loss. 

 

The following invoices / pay requests were submitted for approval: 

 Butler County Prosecutor’s Office for 4
th

 Quarter 2017 in the amount of $10,625.00. Doug 

Drake moved to pay the invoice. Michael Egbert seconded. All yea. 

 Lykins Contracting Pay Request #4 for the Race Lane Road Water Main Replacement Project 

in the amount of $107,249.50. Michael Egbert moved to pay the pay request. Robert Schmidt 

seconded. All yea. 

 Lykins Contracting Change Order #1 for the Race Lane Road Water Main Replacement Project. 

This is a “no cost” change order. They are requesting a time extension for restoration work 

through May 25, 2018. Robert L. Copeland, Jr. moved to authorize the change order. Mary L. 

Moore seconded. All yea. 

 Request to order 800 Stealth AMR units in the amount of $47,120.00 from Zenner. Doug Drake 

moved to authorize the purchase. Julie Frazier seconded. All yea. 

 Request to order 900 5/8” multi-jet meters in the amount of $$46,818.00 from Zenner. Michael 

Egbert authorized the purchase. Doug Drake seconded. All yea. 

 Greater Cincinnati Water Works (GCWW) for 4
th

 Quarter 2017 Consortium monitoring in the 

amount of $3,451.44. Robert Schmidt moved to pay the invoice. Mary L. Moore seconded. All 

yea. 

 City of Hamilton for 4
th

 Quarter 2017 Consortium budget in the amount of $4,372.32. Mary L. 

Moore moved to pay the invoice. Robert Schmidt seconded. All yea. 

 Request quarterly inventory purchase in the amount of $20,099.12 from Buckeye Pipe. Michael 

Egbert authorized the purchase. Robert Schmidt seconded. All yea. 

 

Mary L. Moore moved to approve the December financial statements as presented. Michael Egbert 

seconded. All yea. 

 

Two position descriptions requested by the Board were submitted with their packets. The positions are: 

General Manager and Information Systems / Asset Management. The General Manager position will be 

discussed at the special meeting on January 31, 2018.  Mary L. Moore mentioned that there should be 

some computer security abilities added to the Information Systems / Asset Management position. 

 

Dustan Marshall, the District’s Facilities Maintenance Supervisor, submitted a topic paper for the 

purchase of a new dump truck. The request was for the Board to name Dustan as our “agent” in 

representing the District in the purchase. Doug Drake moved to authorize Dustan Marshall as the 

purchasing agent and to bring in a proposal for Board approval.  Robert Schmidt seconded. All yea. 
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Sherry Geurin submitted a topic paper on the health care insurance renewal which included a 

recommendation from our Broker, Assured Partners. Mary L. Moore moved to approve the renewal of 

the Humana Health Insurance Alternate 1 with the renewal of the Dental Care Plus coverage and 

authorize the General Manager to sign the necessary paperwork. Robert Schmidt seconded. All yea. 

 

Neil Bond, the District’s Design Engineer, submitted a topic paper on the Somerville-Jacksonburg 

Road Water Main Replacement Project. The 6” PVC SDR pipe that runs from the Somerville Ground 

Storage Tank to 1223 Somerville-Jacksonburg Road has had (13) thirteen breaks since 2006.  This line 

was installed in 1977.  The project will include replacing the older PVC glue joint  water main with a 

new 8” diameter PVC DR-14 or Ductile Iron Class 350 pipe that will run from the Somerville Ground 

Storage Tank to a high point on 1223 Somerville-Jacksonburg Road, which is about 6,800-ft long. Julie 

Frazier moved to authorize the Somerville-Jacksonburg Road Water Main Replacement Project and 

advertise for bids. Michael Egbert seconded. All yea. 

 

Dustan Marshall requested upgrading components of the District’s SCADA system. Mary L. Moore 

moved to approve the expenditure of $48,595.00 for the SCADA upgrade. Robert Schmidt seconded. 

All yea. 

 

Mary L. Moore moved to adjourn. Michael Egbert seconded. All yea. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m.  

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

        Mary L. Moore 

Secretary, Board of Trustees   


